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1 Summary of eSET Scores and Observations

At Oregon State University teachers are evaluated by students on a scale from 1 to 6, with 1.0 representing
“Very Poor” and 6.0 representing “Excellent”. Of all the questions asked, the response valued most by the
math department at OSU is “The instructor’s contribution to the course was...” On the following page is a
table of my SET scores. In addition to “Instructors contribution” I’ve included the results for the following
prompts:

• Instructor’s ability to develop a welcoming classroom environment for all participants was...

• Instructor’s ability to stimulate my thinking more deeply about the subject was...

• Course organization was...

• Instructor’s use of various instructional techniques to accommodate differences in learning styles
among students was...

It is very important to me that my classroom be a welcoming environment for my students to create a safer
space for students to think deeply. It is for this reason that I’ve included the results from those questions.
Organization is something I struggle with, so I’m always keeping an eye on this score to see how well my
organization is coming across to students. To see a comprehensive table of my eSET scores, please see
section 3.
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Term Course Instructor’s Classroom Stimulate Course Accomodate

Contribution Environment Thinking Organization Differences

Summer 2017 Trigonometry 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0

Spring 2017 Vector Calculus 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.8

Winter 2017 Differential Calculus 5.9 5.9 5.8 5.9 5.5

Fall 2016 Differential Calculus 6.0 6.0 5.9 5.9 6.0

Summer 2016 Business Calculus 5.8 5.5 5.8 5.5 5.5

Spring 2016 College Algebra 5.6 5.8 5.6 5.8 5.6

Winter 2016 College Algebra 5.7 5.8 5.7 5.7 5.8

Fall 2015 College Algebra 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.8

Summer 2015 Differential Calculus 5.5 5.5 5.5 5.5 5.5

Integral Calculus 5.9 6.0 5.9 5.9 5.9

Spring 2015 Recitations 5.9 6.0 5.9 5.7 5.8

6.0 6.0 6.0 5.9 6.0

5.3 5.6 5.0 5.2 5.3

Winter 2015 Business Calculus 5.2 5.3 5.1 5.1 5.2

Recitations 5.4 5.7 5.6 5.0 5.6

5.5 5.5 5.1 5.6 5.5

Fall 2014 Algebraic Reasoning 5.5 5.8 5.3 4.9 5.3

Spring 2014 Differential Calculus 5.8 5.7 5.5 5.6 5.5

Winter 2014 Algebraic Reasoning 5.8 5.9 5.6 5.6 5.8

Fall 2013 Algebraic Reasoning 5.8 5.9 5.7 5.4 5.4

Summer 2013 Integral Calculus 5.9 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.8

5.8 5.8 5.7 5.6 5.6

Spring 2013 Trigonometry 5.9 5.9 5.8 5.5 5.8

Recitations 5.8 5.8 5.7 5.8 5.8

5.8 5.7 5.5 5.7 5.5

5.3 5.1 5.1 5.1 5.2

Winter 2013 Trigonometry 5.8 5.8 5.7 5.8 5.7

Recitations 5.9 5.9 5.8 5.8 6.0

5.8 5.6 5.6 5.5 5.6

5.5 5.2 5.3 5.5 5.1

Fall 2012 Trigonometry 5.8 5.8 5.5 5.5 5.6

Recitations 5.2 5.4 4.9 4.9 4.8

5.8 5.7 5.7 5.6 5.6
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2 Observer and Student Comments

In addition to strong numerical scores from students, I have received positive feedback from students and
professors who have observed me. In this section, I have included selected quotes from comments with
conetxt. In Chapter 4 you will find more selected comments from my students. The complete observation
reports are found in Chapter 5, as well as two notes students have turned in to me directly with their final
exam.

Many of the courses I have taught have been INTO sections, which are small sections of non-native
English speakers. When I teach these classes I work hard at getting through the language barrier. I want my
students who struggle with English to be able to make their way through the mathematics. I have worked
hard to develop a teaching style that supports students regardless of how strong their English skills are.

“ Truly a great teacher, properly understanded the proper teaching method to INTO
students, understands the capaicty of each student therefore making a fair system for all
to learn and improve at a great rate , and also make MATH fun. Best teachers I have
had so far for any subject ever truly knows how to help all individuals and at times
goes above and beyond for the comfort and understanding of even a single student. ”

A Differential Calculus Student, Winter 2017

In Winter 2016, I was observed by Ms. Katherine Serafin. The class she watched is an INTO section of
College Algebra. The day she saw was on absolute values. Although my research area involves absolute
values, it is always a struggle for me to teach absolute values in College Algebra.

“ She also often defined words and explained terms to ensure there was no language-
barrier between the mathematical concepts she was teaching to her students... The
students seemed comfortable with her and a large majority actively participated during
the class... Both the teaching techniques she utilizes and her approachable demeanor
create a welcoming and inclusive classroom. ”

Ms. Katherine Serafin, Winter 2016

It is vitalty important to me to teach more than just math to my students. I want to help my students build
the needed skills to tackle any obstacle they face, throughout college and whatever future endeavors they
undertake.

“ Emerald’s lectures in recitation were amazing. She really helped solidify what was
learned in lecture by teaching us tricks to help us with harder math. She not only taught
us math but how to be more successful students in general, and it was wonderful. She is
for sure going into the right field if she is becoming a math professor. ”

An Integral Calculus Student, Spring 2015
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In Spring 2014 I taught a small section of Differential Calculus. This was a particularly interesting group of
students to teach; all but three of them were retaking the course, and one student was on his seventh attempt.
My goal was for half of them to pass, and in the end all but two did. During this term, I was observed by
Dr. Tevian Dray, the Head of the Teaching Committee. The day he observed I was teaching how to take a
derivative of an inverse trigonometric function, and he made a comment about my notation and how I might
alter it slightly to help students draw the connection that the output of an inverse trigonometric function is an
angle. In the three subsequent courses I have taught on the subject, I have incorporated his suggestion.

“ Excellent use of Socratic dialog; students were involved throughout, with good class
participation. Gorgeous board work, with clear writing and effective use of figures (and
geometric reasoning). The instructor’s enthusiasm is contagious! One very minor glitch
was that the instructor missed an opportunity to emphasize the relationship between the
original variables in a problem and the diagram used to obtain the relations between
trig functions. This mostly came out in the subsequent discussion, but some students
might have missed it. ”

Dr. Tevian Dray, Spring 2014

I’ve often heard teachers talk about getting “the letter that makes it all worth it.” The letter comes from a
students they really were able to reach out to and make a difference. In Spring 2014, I received one such
letter. The full text of this note can be found in Appendix 5, but the following is an excerpt.

“ I have never, in my entire life, seen a teacher that was so passionate about her students.
You have gone above and beyond for every single one of us, and I know I can speak for
the majority of us when I say you are the best teacher we have ever had. Even though
it’s still a little bit of a pain, I can say that I actually enjoy math, because now I finally
understand it. Even if my final doesn’t illustrate this (sorry about that) I now know I
can do anything because I can now do calculus. ”

A Differential Calculus Student, Spring 2014

I aim to create and environment in which my students feel safe to ask questions, and make mistakes. In the
beginning of the term I purposefully make errors on the board for my students to catch in an effort to make
sure they feel safe correcting me as well as modeling that it is okay to be wrong sometimes. My hope is
that by showing them that making a mistake doesn’t mean I am bad at math, they can recognize that their
mistakes don’t mean they are bad at math.

“ This is the first math class that I felt comfortable in to ask questions out loud. Emerald
is super nice and I am so happy I had her as a teacher. It is obvious that she loves
teaching and helping her students understand. One of the best teachers I have ever had. ”

An Algebraic Reasoning Student, Winter 2014
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In Winter 2013 I was a TA for Trigonometry. Dr. Guo visited the day following a particularly challenging
midterm, and the students were not in an emotional space to get back to work. This was the beginning of my
“post-exam pep talks”, which I have since become known for.

“ The class opened with an informal discussion on how to recover from a midterm, both
academically and personally, and came up with a plan to ensure students succeed on
the final. ”

Dr. Ren Guo, Winter 2013
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3 Complete eSET Scores

Students are asked to respond to the following prompts:

1. Students who completed the evaluation / Students enrolled

2. The course as a whole was...

3. The instructor’s contribution to the course was...

4. Clarity of course objectives or outcomes was...

5. Clarity of student responsibilities and requirements was...

6. Course organization was...

7. Availability of extra help when needed was...

8. Instructor’s use of various instructional techniques to accommodate differences in learning styles
among students was...

9. Instructor’s interest in my learning was...

10. Instructor’s ability to stimulate my thinking more deeply about the subject was...

11. Instructor’s timely feedback to tests and other work was...

12. Instructor’s ability to develop a welcoming classroom environment for all participants was...

13. Instructor’s evaluation of student performance in accordance with course objectives was...

14. In this course, I was able to identify situations that can be modeled mathematically.

15. In this course I was able to calculate and/or estimate the relevant variables and relations in a mathemat-
ical setting.

16. In this course I was able to judge whether a mathematical approach could be applied or whether a
mathematical conclusion was valid.
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Su17 3/10 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6/0

Sp17 6/15 5.8 5.8 5.7 5.8 5.8 5.5 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.7

W17 14/26 5.8 5.9 5.7 5.9 5.9 5.7 5.5 5.8 5.8 5.9 5.9 6.0 5.5 5.5 5.4

F16 17/26 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 5.9 6.0 6.0 6.0 5.9 6.0 6.0 6.0 5.9 5.8 5.9

Su16 4/8 5.8 5.8 5.5 5.8 5.5 5.5 5.5 5.8 5.8 5.5 5.5 5.5

Sp16 7/17 5.8 5.6 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.6 5.6 5.6 5.6 5.8 5.8 5.6 5.6 5.6 5.3

W16 8/20 5.8 5.7 5.7 5.8 5.7 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.7 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.8

F15 3/18 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.3 5.8 5.8 5.8

Su15 4/9 5.8 5.5 5.0 5.5 5.5 5.5 5.5 5.5 5.5 5.5 5.5 5.5

Sp15 13/17 5.9 5.9 6.0 6.0 5.9 5.9 5.9 6.0 5.9 5.9 6.0 6.0

Sp15 17/23 5.8 5.9 5.8 5.8 5.7 5.9 5.8 5.9 5.9 5.9 6.0 5.8

Sp15 14/21 5.9 6.0 6.0 5.9 5.9 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0

W15 14/18 5.0 5.3 5.1 5.3 5.2 5.5 5.3 5.5 5.0 5.3 5.6 5.1 5.1 5.0 4.9

W15 20/27 5.1 5.2 5.0 5.1 5.1 5.2 5.2 5.1 5.1 5.2 5.3 5.1 4.7 4.8 4.8

W15 17/26 4.8 5.4 4.9 4.9 5.0 5.6 5.6 5.7 5.6 5.3 5.7 5.6 5.2 5.1 5.3

W15 18/26 5.5 5.5 5.3 5.6 5.6 5.6 5.5 5.7 5.1 5.3 5.5 5.3 5.0 5.2 4.9

F14 18/29 4.9 5.5 5.0 5.1 4.9 5.3 5.3 5.5 5.3 5.1 5.8 5.6

Sp14 29/34 5.7 5.8 5.6 5.5 5.6 5.8 5.5 5.8 5.5 5.8 5.7 5.6 5.6 5.7 5.7

W14 20/27 5.6 5.8 5.7 5.6 5.6 5.7 5.8 5.8 5.6 5.9 5.9 5.7

F13 17/32 5.7 5.8 5.7 5.6 5.4 5.8 5.4 5.8 5.7 5.7 5.9 5.7

Su13 21/32 5.8 5.9 5.8 5.7 5.8 5.9 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.9 5.8 5.8

Sp13 19/27 5.7 5.8 5.7 5.7 5.6 5.7 5.6 5.8 5.7 5.7 5.8 5.7 5.5 5.4 5.3

Sp13 11/23 5.7 5.9 5.3 5.7 5.5 5.8 5.8 5.9 5.8 5.8 5.9 5.8 5.5 5.5 5.5

Sp13 16/19 5.8 5.8 5.7 5.7 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.7 5.7 5.8 5.7 5.4 5.3 5.3

Sp13 10/15 5.5 5.8 5.5 5.5 5.7 5.8 5.5 5.5 5.5 5.5 5.7 5.5 5.2 5.3 5.2

W13 13/31 5.2 5.3 5.1 5.2 5.1 5.4 5.2 5.3 5.1 5.5 5.1 5.1 5.0 5.2 5.2
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Table 1 – continued from previous page
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W13 14/30 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.9 5.7 5.9 5.7 5.7 5.8 5.8 5.1 5.2 5.1

W13 13/30 5.9 5.9 5.9 5.9 5.8 6.0 6.0 6.0 5.8 5.9 5.9 5.9 5.7 5.7 5.6

W13 13/29 5.5 5.8 5.5 5.5 5.5 5.8 5.6 5.8 5.6 5.6 5.6 5.5 5.1 5.1 4.9

F12 21/31 5.5 5.5 5.3 5.3 5.5 5.5 5.1 5.3 5.3 5.4 5.2 5.4 5.2 5.3 5.2

F12 13/31 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.5 5.8 5.6 5.8 5.5 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.4 5.3

F12 20/33 4.6 5.2 4.9 4.9 4.9 5.1 4.8 5.4 4.9 5.0 5.4 4.9 5.1 5.5 5.1

F12 22/36 5.5 5.8 5.7 5.6 5.6 5.7 5.6 5.8 5.7 5.7 5.7 5.8 5.5 5.5 5.6
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4 Additional Comments from Students

The following quotes were responses to the prompt:

Please comment about ways to improve instruction.

Summer 2017 - Trigonometry (INTO)

“ The course was incredibly excellent. Emerald taught us very perfectly and was very
helpful with us. She makes students live to come to class. ”

Winter 2017 - Differential Calculus (INTO)

“ A very caring, humorous and brilliant teacher. What can I ask for more? There was
one time when she was really sick and we’re having an exam soon. But she still showed
up for the sake of her students. Moreover, she also showed her care by memorizing all
of her students’ names and frequently asked how they were doing lately unlike other
teachers. She has also made me become motivated with math which I hated at first. I
especially like the way she begin the class by saying “This is gonna be exciting!”:) ”

Fall 2016 - Differential Calculus (INTO)

“ She is a really nice teacher. Everything I can’t figure out, she can use a way as clear as
possible to make us understand them. ”

Winter 2016 – College Algebra (INTO)

“ No need improvement, she is already better than most of the Phd. Instructors ”
Fall 2015 – College Algebra (INTO)

“ The teacher is awesome. I love her and I hope I can study with her in the nearly future. ”
Summer 2015 – Differential Calculus (INTO)

“ One of the best teachers!! ”
Spring 2015 – Integral Calculus
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“ The extra recitation sessions were very, very, very helpful, especially since midterm
reviews were limited. Thank you for making math recitation an unforgettable experience,
Emerald! ”

“ Emerald is amazing. She has a passion for math and it is easy to have that rub off on
you while in her class. She explains everything well and clears up any confusion I had
about the subject previously. On top of that she’s just incredibly funny, helpful and
super approachable. Loved her being my TA. ”

“ Emerald you are freaking awesome. You made me like calculus and enjoy class time. I
would not have done as well as I did without you. Keep up the pep talks, study plans,
and great work!!! ”

Winter 2015 – Business Calculus

“ One of the best TA’s that I have had in my 4 years here at OSU. She was always positive
and encouraging and truly cared about her students and their learning. I don’t know if
I would have done as well in this class if it was not for her help and positive attitude! ”

“ Emerald did an excellent job teaching concepts in recitation. She explained the material
very clearly and was very attentive to students needs. I like how she let us do our own
work, but then if we had questions she would guide us through the problems, but not by
telling us the answer straight up, rather letting us learn how to do it on our own with
leading questions. ”

“ Emerald’s enthusiasm allowed for students to be more engaged in their learning and
personally helped me learn more because I was more willing to due to Emerald’s
openness. ”

“ The most helpful and supportive TA I have ever had. You could tell she cared a lot
about students learning the material and being successful. She was also able to relate
with students on a personal level while being professional at the same time. ”
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Fall 2014 – Algebraic Reasoning

“ Great class, very engaging! ”
Spring 2014 – Differential Calculus

“ Emerald is a terrific teacher; I can’t think of ways to improve instruction. It feels
strange to say that I have not taken a class I enjoyed more, and I really never, ever,
thought I’d say that about math. ”

“ Emerald was the best math teacher I have ever had. I can say with confidence that I
know how to do basic calculus because of her. She is incredibly patient and never gave
up on our class. She gave me the necessary confidence to excel in mathematics. ”

“ Emerald is an all-around amazing teacher. I’ve never had a math teacher as invested in
their students as her. She goes above and beyond to make sure everyone understands
the concepts. ”

Winter 2014 – Algebraic Reasoning

“ Emerald is one of the most passionate teachers I have ever had. She was always in a
good mood and you could tell she loves what she does. She is my favorite instructor I
have had at OSU. ”

“ Emerald Stacy is an amazing teacher. She is very welcoming and incredibly helpful.
I wish she could teach every math class because she made everything so clear. She
went out of her way to meet outside of class time to help her students. She was very
timely in all grading and provided good feedback. She always gave praise and made
each student feel important and bright. Emerald was very inspiring and made me want
to come to class each day. I will recommend her to everyone and already have. The
only down side to this class was the online homework. Which even then, she was very
helpful and happy to go over. BEST math teacher EVER! ”

Fall 2013 – Algebraic Reasoning
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“ I loved this class! It was definitely my favorite class of the term, which is saying
something since I had to be awake by 7 AM on Tuesdays and Thursdays and I also hate
math. Emerald is an amazing teacher and she always knows how to put a smile on her
students’ faces. ”

Summer 2013 – Integral Calculus

“ Emerald was an outstanding instructor who taught with a wonderful attitude. She used
class time incredibly well and was helpful at all times. Her instruction was intertwined
with a fervor for mathematics and a sense of humor that inspired students to actually
care about the class. Needless to say, I see no ”improvements” necessary in her
already-awesome teaching style. ”

“ This class was great. Emerald showed great enthusiasm for math and teaching which
made the course easier to follow and understand. She went above and beyond to help
me and others in the class to understand or clarify specific issues especially since it was
an 8-week class. I was able to meet with Emerald outside of regular office hours and in
the MLC on many occasions. I feel that her attention and care to ensure we understood
the material was a major factor in my earning an A in the course. I would recommend
Emerald’s course to anyone of my peers. I would also like to thank Emerald for the
extra help and always finding time for appointments outside of office hours. ”

Spring 2013 – Trigonometry

“ Emerald was quite frankly born to be a teacher. She was a huge contributor to my
strength this term in Elementary Functions. Without her encouragement and help I
would not have done well at all. ”

“ I could not possibly express how well this TA helped me through Trigonometry. She
was 100% available and made every effort to give all students a chance to review work
and ask questions. I would like this TA to have a website. I’d really like to see how she
uses math and how she thinks we could use math. In the classroom atmosphere there
is no other tutor I would rather have. If we figure out a good way of doing a problem
that is not ”her” way, she accedes that it is a good way to do the problem. She also
mentions other ways it can be done. Her reviews are thorough, her explanations clear.
As a veteran who dreaded ”group” situations, I was pleasantly surprised and even
looked forward to coming to recitation each week. ”
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Winter 2013 – Trigonometry

“ Amazing TA by far my favorite knows the material and how to teach it also you feel she
is there for you. I love that she did the extra recitation that showed she is really there to
help and loves teaching! Epitome of a great TA. ”

Fall 2012 – Trigonometry

“ Emerald was AWESOME and will be an excellent math teacher (she already is one). She
is great at commanding the classroom, and explains things clearly with great patience. ”
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5 Letters of Thanks and Observation Reports
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Teaching Observation of Emerald Stacy 

Date: January 20, 2016 
Observer: Katherine Serafin 
Course: MTH 111: College Algebra 
 
I observed Emerald Stacy’s fifty minute MTH 111: College Algebra class. The class contained 
18 students, all of whom were enrolled in Oregon State University’s INTO program, designed 
for international, non-native English-language speakers. This particular lesson focused on an 
introduction to absolute values. 
 
Emerald’s class consisted of a short lecture introducing the material, a worksheet that had 
questions relating to the concepts she had taught, and short “presentations” from three students 
solving the problems on the worksheet in front of the class. Emerald encouraged students to first 
work individually on the worksheet and after a while when students got stuck, they worked with 
partners or in small groups. Emerald was always around fielding questions and working 
individually with students. 
 
Emerald began her lecture by relating absolute values to real-life phenomena, which made the 
material relevant and easier to conceptually understand. She went through a few examples on the 
board, while explaining the material and answering questions clearly. She also often defined 
words and explained terms to ensure there was no language-barrier between the mathematical 
concepts she was teaching to her students. This format prepared students to work on the 
worksheet for the majority of the class. 
 
Emerald’s use of media in the classroom was impressive. She was able to incorporate a variety 
of techniques (lecture, worksheets, small group work, smartboard projection) into her lesson, 
inclusive to students with diverse backgrounds and abilities. She was very aware of possible 
language skills her students lacked and often defined or explained terms. 
 
Finally, Emerald had clear rapport with her students. She encouraged questions, framed mistakes 
as a learning opportunity, and was available at the beginning and end of class. The students 
seemed comfortable with her and a large majority actively participated during class. 
 
It is obvious Emerald cares not only how well her students understand the subject she is 
teaching, but also the well-being of her students. She explains mathematical concepts simply and 
efficiently, uses real world examples so students could relate to seemingly foreign concepts, and 
uses a variety of teaching methods for different types of student learning preferences. Both the 
teaching techniques she utilizes and her approachable demeanor create a welcoming and 
inclusive classroom. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Katherine Serafin 
College of Earth, Ocean, and Atmospheric Sciences 
Oregon State University 
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Classroom Observation Report

Instructor evaluated: Emerald Stacy

Observer: Tevian Dray

Number of students present: 28 (out of 30+)

Date: May 5, 2014 Class Time: 10 AM

Course: MTH 251

Purpose: The purpose of this classroom observation is (1) to provide data relevant to
equitable decisions on salary, merit increases, and reappointment and (2) to improve teaching
through peer evaluation and discussion.

Procedure: The observer should give the instructor several days advance notice of the
classroom visit. The instructor should have the opportunity to see this observation report
form and to provide the observer with a copy of the instructor’s course syllabus containing
course objectives, content, and organization.

Within several days after the visit, the observer should meet with the instructor to discuss
observations and conclusions. The observer’s report will become a part of the instructor’s
permanent departmental file.

0. Did the class begin on time and in an organized manner? (Yes, No, Com-
ment)

Yes.

1. Describe the instructor’s content mastery, breadth, and depth.

Outstanding.

2. Describe the method(s) of instruction.

Socratic lecture, with students responding to questions regarding what to do next.

3. How clear and well organized was the presentation?

Very clear; extremely well organized.
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4. Did the instructor cover material at an appropriate rate and appropriate
level?

Yes.

5. Describe the form and extent of student participation during the class.

Excellent use of Socratic dialog; students were involved throughout, with good class
participation.

6. Were students attentive and appear to benefit from attending the class?

Yes! The instructor has an excellent rapport with the class as a whole.

7. Was the instructor responsive to unsolicited student questions and use them
to good advantage? (NA, Yes, No, Comment)

Yes, indeed. Several questions were about notation, which the instructor patiently
addressed. Others were about explaining steps in computations; again, the instructor
provided careful, appropriate explanations.

8. How were the classroom mechanics? (Did the instructor speak clearly and
loudly enough so all could hear? Did the instructor use the board and/or
technology in a way that facilitated understanding and taking notes? Did
the instructor have any habits or behaviors likely to detract from learning?)

Gorgeous board work, with clear writing and effective use of figures (and geometric rea-
soning). All steps of a computation were clearly shown in most cases. The instructor’s
enthusiasm is contagious!

9. Were all present treated with courtesy and respect? (Yes, No, Comment)

Yes.

10. What specific additional comments do you have about the class visit and
what suggestions would you make to improve this instructor’s teaching?

Keep up the good work! This was an outstanding class, all the more so since the
instructor is only in her second year as a GTA.

Don’t underestimate the notational difficulties students have! The instructor’s effective
use of Leibniz notation does make the chain rule easier, but these are students who
have only just learned it.

One very minor glitch was that the instructor missed an opportunity to emphasize
the relationship between the original variables in a problem and the diagram used to
obtain the relations between trig functions. This mostly came out in the subsequent
discussion, but some students might have missed it.
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